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Polar Bear Succumbs to West Nile virus
Submitted by Ben Russell

A polar bear at the Toronto
zoo could be the first of its
kind to die of the mosquitoborne West Nile virus, and zoo
officials say the thick-skinned
animal could have been bitten
on the nose.
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"It is bizarre because polar
bears have very thick fur and
thick skin, so a mosquito
would have had to land on his
nose or his eyeball [or the
margins of the eyelids] or
somewhere where it could get
through," Shanna Young, executive director of communications at Toronto Zoo, said
on Wednesday.

From Mosquito
“In the waning days of the war
(WWII), army officials began to
believe that DDT could become
the ultimate weapon for the
mass destruction of the mosquito.” The war ended before
this chemical could get a serious
combat trial.

She said the zoo believed it
was the first time that a polar
bear had died of the tropical
disease, although there has
been evidence that the virus
has turned up in black bears.

[West Nile virus is not just
tropical, it occurs in subtropical areas in Europe and is now
well established in temperate
North America.]
The zoo euthanized the bear,
named Kunik, last month after
it had trouble using its hind
legs. The symptoms pointed to
West Nile encephalitis, an
inflammation of the brain, and
Young said postmortem tests
came up strongly positive.
A sample of the bear's brain
tissue has been sent to Health
Canada, which is responsible
for national public health, and
a confirmation of the cause of
death is expected within
weeks.
West Nile virus was first isolated nearly 70 years ago in
Uganda. It is mainly transmitted through the bite of an infected mosquito, which itself
became infected by feeding on
the blood of infected birds.
Toronto has seen only 6 human cases of West Nile this
year, down from 38 in 2005.
The zoo, Canada's biggest,

conducts mosquito eradication programs and tests vaccinations on its animals, but
there is no vaccine for polar
bears, Young said.
Kunik was 26 years old and
came to the zoo after being
orphaned in Canada's Northwest Territories, Young said.
"He was huge, over 1000
pounds. He loved to swim
and was very playful." Only
one polar bear remains at the
zoo. Another died earlier this
year [2006] of old age.
ProMED is interested in receiving information about
the confirmation of West
Nile virus in the samples
submitted to the Health Canada laboratory. The death of
this polar bear is unfortunate
not just because a charismatic individual is gone, but
the bear was a constant reminder that the species faces
an uncertain future as its
habitat -- sea ice -- is rapidly
retreating due to global
warming.
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What’s Happening in Region 1:
Editors Note: Region 1 was so happy
with Ben they elected him to stay on as
Vice President. Welcome back Ben.

for the upcoming mosquito season. We
have a new biologist in the DEP SE Regional office. Brian Dillemuth recently
came on board to replace Ed Filip who
moved over to the world of stream assessments. DEP is still working on finalizing agreements with contractors for the
state's black fly suppression program.

Submitted by Ben Russell

of PVCA for making this a great organization. The more input we get from the
membership, the better we can make
things. If you have any interesting
speakers or topics in mind, don't hesitate
to contact your regional Vice President.

While Helicopter Applicators, Inc. of
Gettysburg was recently awarded the
contracts for the Susquehanna and Ohio
basins, we do not currently have a contractor lined up for the Delaware basin. The bidding period for the Delaware
basin closes near the end of February
and, hopefully,
Things have been quiet in the southeast
corner of Pennsylvania. Counties have
been working on planning their attack

I will be reporting on another smooth
running control season in the next newsletter. I would like to thank the members

What’s Happening in Region 5
Submitted By Leah Kostelnik

Editor’s Note: The first thing to report about region 5 would have to be
the election of their new regional vice
president, Leah Kostelnik. Leah provided the following background information along with the regional report.
Welcome and enjoy the ride.

Leah joined the Allegheny County
Health Department as a vector control
specialist for the West Nile Virus Control Program in June 2006. She is
originally from Greensburg, PA and
now resides in Pittsburgh. Leah received her Bachelor’s degree in biology
from Indiana University of PA in 2003
and her Master’s degree in infectious
diseases and microbiology from Uni-

versity of Pittsburgh’s Graduate School
of Public Health in 2006. She got her
start in vector control while working for
two seasons with Westmoreland
County’s WNV Control Program. Before entering her graduate studies, she
spent one year as an Emerging Infectious
Diseases Laboratory Training Fellow in
the Viral and Rickettsial Zoonoses
Branch of CDC in Atlanta, GA. Leah
enjoys playing volleyball, photography,
traveling, and trying new restaurants.
She also enjoys spending time with her
fiancé and is currently planning their
March 24, 2007 wedding. Congratulations in advance.
REGIONAL REPORT: The snow has
finally arrived after a relatively mild fall
and winter in the Southwest Region. It
was great getting to see everyone at State
College in November; catching up on the
2006 WNV season and looking ahead to
what 2007 will hold. All 2007 WNV
grants have been completed by the ten
counties and were approved in Harrisburg for next season. Many of the counties with problem breeding areas are anticipating new control equipment for

2007. Somerset County is planning on
purchasing a Cougar truck-mounted adult
spraying system for control in more than
ten sites that continuously have high
adult counts. Increased larviciding is
also needed to treat the large industrial
and wetland sites that occur throughout
Somerset County. Indiana County has
moved into a new, bigger, and better
storage facility while both Indiana and
Westmoreland Counties will be receiving
a new ATV and trailer for pesticide treatments. Beaver County is also planning
on purchasing a truck-mounted ULV
sprayer to treat mosquito “hot spots” and
is hoping to hire a full-time field manager for the 2007 season.
During the off-season, many of the counties are working on updating the WNV
database and generating individual site
reports. Allegheny County is working on
a WNV and mosquito control curriculum
for elementary school students and is
preparing for municipal training in the
spring. Cambria County is conducting
over-winter surveillance and has found
Cx pipiens, Cx territans, An punctipennis, and An quadrimaculatus.
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What’sWhat’s
Happening
Happening
in Region
in Region
2: Submitted5:by Cliff Pristas
Submitted by Bill Todaro
phytes. Ray went with us to identify a
plant known as Decodon verticillatus
AKA Swamp Loosestrife. According to
W.J. Crans et al., this plant was found to
support Coquillettidia perturbans larvae,
"along the margins of the shallower bog
reservoirs..." in the Jackson area of NJ.
We found an abundance of the plants
closest to the stream w/ in the bog.

Cliff Pristas has been re-elected to
represent the NE Region and has provided the following report. Welcome
back Cliff.

The roots of this plant are very soft
and it would seem logical that perturbans
may chose this plant to over winter. We

sampled some of the water around the
root system using a bilge pump and a
modified trash container with the bottom
removed. We did this to try and isolate
the water and the larvae while sampling.
We also pulled a few roots looking for
the larvae. We were not successful at
this time but will continue to pursue this
plant as a potential habitat for over wintering Coquillettidia perturbans.

Len and myself, along with Dr. Ray
Milewski (a professor at East Stroudsburg University, in the Biology Section) recently visited the Cranberry Bog
located in Pocono Twp. Monroe
County.
Ray's Doctorate is in Botany, and he
also teaches a course on aquatic macro-

What’s Happening in Region 3
Submitted by Christian Boyer

Editors Note: Region 4’s loss is region 3’s gain. Another new regional
VP is Christian Boyer. Christian is a
Water Pollution Biologist with the PA
DEP. He is presently working in the
South Central Regional Office in Harrisburg and is one of the West Nile
virus coordinators. Christian graduated from Messiah College in 2002
with a BS in biology. Upon graduation, he joined the West Nile virus program in Union County (region 3) until
accepting a position with DEP in June
2006. His interests include mosquito
biology and over-wintering surveillance, as well as, working with the
counties to sustain highly efficient
programs. He grew up in Union
County and enjoys spending time outdoors with family and friends especially fishing and hunting. He was
married to his wife Rachel in 2004 and
is currently living in Lewisburg.
Christian looks forward to a career

As we all know, mosquito season is just
around the corner. This would be a good
time to take inventory and fix any equipment so it’s ready to go for the season.
It’s also time to begin thinking about
season help. April will be here before
you know it!

with the Department and the Vector
Management programs.
Region 3 Update:
Grant negotiations were completed in
November and are in the process of being approved and will likely be returned
to the counties soon.

Many county programs have been conducting educational programs for their
communities to prepare for the upcoming
year. Limited field work has been done
in some counties. They have been scouting problem areas while the foliage is off
to determine if there might be mosquito
production habitats that are not apparent
during the season. Over wintering samples have been collected from Lancaster,
Dauphin, and Franklin Counties, but no
positives have been reported to date.
There has been no activity in the Black
Fly program in region 3. The program is
in the process of having the treatment
contracts renewed until 2009.
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What’s Happening in Region 4: Submitted by Greg Molter
I guess the first order of business
should be to thank all the kind folks
from region 4 who voted me in as vice
president: thank you. (Maybe that
should be a “thank you” with a question mark.) Just kidding; I know I can
count on each county to supply good,
up to date information to share with
you all.
The North Central Region is prepping for another run at mosquitoes and
blackflies in 2007. Several counties
have already reported that their approved West Nile virus control grant
packages have been returned and that
their programs are gearing up. Educational events are being planned for local school districts. Presentations are
being offered to riding stables, grange
groups, Boy and Girl Scout units, and
senior citizen groups.

The Coalition of Counties group is
moving forward with plans for their first
meeting of the year and is presently conducting research for a discussion regarding equipment. Several programs experienced using thermal foggers last year and
are interested in assessing the value of an
additional unit or two in the region.
We’ve still got some work to do but there
is a lot to be said for the prospects.
(Directly below is an ATV mounted thermal fogger. To the right of that picture is
what it looks like in action.)

There has also been talk about the coalition sponsoring a pig roast picnic sometime mid-summer. Again, a lot of planning and preparation (on our own time)
will have to be done to make it happen.
More on that later.
For now, it’s order supplies, check out
equipment and set-up meetings, briefings
and appointments. Soon we’ll all be
gathered round the stink water can, prepping for another season in the field. See
ya there!

SAFETY
STOP & THINK

While looking through the articles for this edition of the newsletter, it occurred to
me that we had a lot of concerns dealing with the same topic: RABIES.
From the information I picked up at previous conferences and through program
updates, I hadn’t really given much thought to rabies being a problem for anyone in
PA except for our northwest regional counties. I recall the folks in Erie working on a
raccoon baiting program, actually dispensing treated baits by air and ground, but no
other part of the Commonwealth caught my attention as having a problem. Then in
December, we get the word of three people being bitten by a rabid coyote in Northampton County; our southeastern region. There wasn’t a lot released about the situation, so I went looking on the net to get information for an article. I looked into the
PA Game Commission’s website and again found nothing more to report about this
particular incident. However, there was something of interest that caught my eye.
Seems that on September 21st, a coyote killed by a private citizen in Berks
County was confirmed as being rabid. A little further investigation revealed a bobcat in Blair County, that attacked a bicycler,
had been killed by an off duty police officer on July 13th and also tested positive for rabies.
Dr. Walter Cottrell, PA Game Commission wildlife veterinarian, said rabies can be carried by any mammal, especially bats,
raccoons, and foxes (species we most often associate with rabies), but it is rare in large carnivores. “There is a reservoir of the
rabies virus in wildlife species,” Dr. Cottrell said. “It is a disease to be aware of, yet not paranoid about. It is rare, but will
likely always be a part of the world of wildlife. Animals who behave abnormally are automatically suspect for rabies; the abnormal is normal for rabid mammals.” I guess the key words here are to be observant when working in the wilds of the Pennsylvania. Chances are you may never encounter a rabid animal, but it never hurts to be prepared. Happy trails.
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What’s Happening in Region 6:
Editors Note: Welcome another new
regional VP to the ranks: Bill Andrus.
Bill grew up in Williamsport, PA where
he attended Williamsport Area High
school. Bill went on
to pursue an A.A.
degree (general
studies) from Penn.
College of Technology in '94 & a B.S.
degree (fisheries) in
'97 & PA biology
teaching cert. in
2000 from Mansfield U. In the summer of '99, Bill was a
intern at DEP's North Central office.
From 2000 to 2002, he worked as a
WNV Tech in Tioga County, PA. Then
from 2002 to 2006, He worked for DEP

in the vector management & watershed
programs in Harrisburg before transferring to his current position in DEP’s
North West office to do black fly control
in Feb. of 2006. Welcome.
The West Nile Program in northwest
Pennsylvania is already preparing for
2007. DEP staff have completed county
grants for the new year with 11 of 12
counties participating. DEP staff will be
conducting all surveillance and control
activities in Forest County in 2007.
Some personnel changes may be occurring in Clarion and Warren Counties’
WNV programs as staff members seek
out new opportunities.

Submitted by Bill Andrus
northwest Pennsylvania plans to extend
monitoring and control activities on the
Clarion River in 2007 as water quality
improves on the lower twenty stream
miles. DEP staff detected high numbers
of Simulium jenningsi larvae, the target
of control efforts, in a riffle near
Callensburg late last fall.
Many counties in northwest Pennsylvania reported rabies cases in 2006.
Butler County led the region with thirteen confirmed cases followed by Erie
County with seven and Warren County
with five. Raccoons, skunks, and bats,
respectively, were most frequently
found infected with the virus.

The Black Fly Suppression Program in

Bounce This Around: Submitted by Louise Bugbee
My mail carrier told me that the US
Postal service sent out a message to all
letter carriers to put a sheet of Bounce
in their uniform pockets to keep yellow-jackets away.
I use them all the time when playing
baseball and soccer, and when I am
working outside. It really works. The
yellow jackets just veer around you.
All this time you've just been putting
Bounce in the dryer! Here are a few
other uses you might not know about as
well.
1. It will chase ants away when you lay
a sheet near them. It also repels mice.
Spread sheets around foundation areas,
or in trailers, or cars that are sitting and
it keeps mice from entering your vehicle.
2. It takes the odor out of books and
photo albums that don't get opened too
often.

nate static cling, wipe your television
screen with a used sheet of Bounce to
keep dust from resettling.

12. Eliminate odors in wastebaskets.

5. Dissolve soap scum on shower

13. Collect cat hair. Rubbing the area

doors.

with a sheet of Bounce will magnetically attract all the loose hairs.

6. Clean with a sheet of Bounce.
7. To freshen the air in your home place an individual sheet of Bounce in a
drawer or hang in the closet. Put Bounce
sheet in vacuum cleaner.

8. Prevent thread from tangling. Run a
threaded needle through a sheet of
Bounce before beginning to sew.

9. Prevent musty suitcases. Place an
individual sheet of Bounce inside empty
luggage before storing.

10. To freshen the air in your car - Place

Place a sheet of Bounce at the bottom
of the wastebasket.

14. Eliminate static electricity from
Venetian blinds. Wipe the blinds with a
sheet of Bounce to prevent dust from
resettling.

15. Wipe up sawdust from drilling or
sand papering. A used sheet of Bounce
will collect sawdust like a tack cloth.

16. Eliminate odors in dirty laundry.
Place an individual sheet of Bounce at
the bottom of a laundry bag or hamper.

17. Deodorize shoes or sneakers. Place

a sheet of Bounce under the front seat.

a sheet of Bounce in your shoes or
sneakers overnight.

3. It repels mosquitoes. Tie a sheet of

11. Clean baked-on foods from a cook-

Bounce through a belt loop when outdoors during mosquito season.

ing pan. Put a sheet in a pan, fill with
water, let sit overnight, and sponge
clean. The anti-static agent apparently
weakens the bond between the food and
the pan.

18. Golfers put a Bounce sheet in their

4. Eliminate static electricity from
your television (or computer) screen.
Since Bounce is designed to help elimi-

back pocket to keep the bees away.
19. Put a Bounce sheet in your sleeping bag and tent before folding and
storing them. It will keep them smelling
fresh.
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Penn State:
What’s
BugsHappening
Bite on Campus:
in Region
Submitted
5: by Andy Kyle
By Rossilynne Skena For The Collegian
For fourth-floor Cooper Hall resident
Abby Perschon, cockroaches aren't just
an isolated problem -- when she found
a roach in her bed Sunday, she said it
marked the "third or fourth time" a person in her hall had caught site of the
insects. "There is a problem," Perschon
(sophomore-finance) said. "I was
changing my sheets, and inside my
blanket there was a roach."
Residents of both East and South halls
said they have experienced insect problems since the beginning of the semester. Residents have reported cockroaches -- large bugs with wings -- in
Cooper Hall, and bed bugs -- small,
blood-sucking insects -- in Tener Hall.
Assistant Director of Housing for East,
North and West Halls David Manos
said a few cockroaches are unavoidable. "In terms of the cockroaches -it's pretty standard," he said. "They're
never going to go away."
Manos explained that cockroaches live
in sewer drains, so if the trap in the
floor drains in the residence halls dry
out, cockroaches can crawl out of the
drains and into the dorms. Mike Kerlin, head inspector and technician for
Pest Control Innovations (PCI) Hitmen
Termite and Pest Control, which came
to Perschon's room to manage the roach
problem, said some conditions on campus are comfortable for roaches.
"American cockroaches are institutional bugs -- they breed in high temperature, high humidity areas," he said.
"Steam tunnels travel under this cam-

Submitted by Bill Todaro
pus, so you're going to have roaches."
Alyssa Douty (freshman-division of undergraduate studies) is a first-floor resident of Cooper who said she had a cockroach in her room about a month ago, but
she doesn't think anyone exterminated
the room. Douty said her roommate
found the roach in Douty's closet. "[My
roommate] said it was big," she said,
adding that she thinks several others on
her dorm floor had roaches. Despite
complaints of residents, Housing and
Residence Life employees said there is
no issue.

"We have no significant problem," said
Chad Henning, assistant director of
Housing for South and Pollock Halls.
South Halls Residence Association President Philip Yen also said that, from what
he understands, there is no problem.
"...Either it has not yet been reported to
ResLife, or ResLife has already taken
care of it," he said. "So none of the issues
are reoccurring. So I'm pretty sure that
everything should be fine." Thus far,
Kerlin said he has been to the fourth
floor of Cooper Hall twice recently to
eliminate roaches, but he would not comment on how many times in total that he
has had to manage roaches in South. He
added that he has also gone to West Halls
for roaches. PCI uses Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) to clear out the
roaches, which Kerlin said is "the least
toxic method." IPM involves eliminating
food and garbage. Residents do not have
to leave their rooms. Chemical sprays are
used only if the problem cannot be controlled. If roaches keep appearing in
Cooper, Kerlin recommends managing
the adjacent area like the recycling bin
area, which would entail clearing the area
of any food and waste. This IPM would

not require residents to leave their rooms,
nor would it require managing the entire
building.
A new bug problem has also cropped up
this year -- bed bugs. On Sept. 18, bed
bugs were discovered in a sixth-floor
room of Tener Hall. The two roommates
said they complained of bug bites to
Housing, and Housing subsequently contacted PCI to exterminate. "We treated
the room and did a thorough inspection.
We've done follow-up treatments. We've
inspected rooms around [the affected
sixth-floor room]..." Tracy Walker, assistant manager of East Halls Housing, said.
"We did do preventative treatments of
rooms right beside [the affected room],
too." Kerlin said he had been to East
Halls twice for the one bedbug incident.
The girls moved out of their room and
into another dormitory days after the
bugs were discovered because, as Walker
said, "they were pretty uncomfortable
with the situation."Walker said there
have been no further instances of bed
bugs since then. "We just quarantined
everything," Manos said. "We inspected
everything before it was moved.
"University Health Services nurse practitioner Nora Maginnis said she has seen a
couple of patients with bedbug bites.
"[Bedbug bites] look like any other insect
bites, sort of like mosquito bites -- very
itchy," she said. "You can't tell it's a bedbug bite."
Bed bugs are not known to transfer disease, Kerlin explained. "It's a rare condition, a rare instance... with an influx of
people like you have up here, it can be a
problem," he said.

Rabies Confirmed In Coyote: Submitted by Jacquelyn Hakim
(AP) Allentown, Pa. December 29,
2006
A Pennsylvania Game Commission
Officer said tests confirmed that a coyote suspected of having bitten three
people in Northampton County had
rabies.

Barry Kreider is the commission’s
wildlife conservation officer for the
county. He said everyone known to
have come into contact with the animal
had been informed by the state health
department. Officials say the three people bitten in Palmer Township on Tues-

day (December 26, 2006) had begun
treatment for rabies even before the presence of the disease had been confirmed.
The presence of rabies in wildlife is a
signal that animal owners should be vaccinating the pets, cattle and horses.
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International Symposium on Ectoparasites of Pets &
Livestock Insect Workers Submitted by Jacquelyn A. Hakim
The following email message was
received from N. C. Hinkle, Ph.D.
Colleagues,
In June of 2007, we’re having a
joint meeting of entomologists who
work on pests of companion animals
and entomologists who work on pests
of cattle, poultry, and other domestic
animals. Since many of us wear both
hats, it’s an efficient way to do both
meetings.
You have so many contacts and
travel in so many circles, I was wondering if you would help us get the
word out. There’s a lot of great vector
research out there that would tie in well
with a meeting of this sort. Anyway, if
you can think of newsletters or web-

sites where this should be posted, let me
know. And feel free to forward the attached and pass the word to groups that
you think might be interested. Thanks
for helping us publicize the meeting.

dairy, poultry, sheep, etc.). Research
presentations will span basic biology,
ecology, host-parasite interactions, disease transmission, zoonoses, medications, insecticides, etc.

Nancy
FIRST CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
A combined meeting of the Livestock
Insect Workers Conference and the International Symposium of Ectoparasites of
Pets will be held in Lexington, Kentucky
(USA), June 10-14, 2007.

Participants include veterinarians
(dermatologists, parasitologists, clinicians, etc.), epidemiologists, entomologists, and industry supporters who are
involved in research involving animal
ectoparasites such as fleas, ticks, lice,
mites, mosquitoes, etc., as well as the
pathogens they transmit.

This meeting offers a unique opportunity
for entomologists, veterinarians, clinicians, researchers, industry representatives, and others interested in arthropods
affecting companion animals (dogs, cats,
horses, etc.) and domestic animals (beef,

You are invited to submit a talk (12 minutes in length) for presentation at the
meeting. Title and Abstract submission
deadline is April 15, 2007. More information is available at:
www.pestmanagement.info/ISEP_LIWC/

New York Halts Sale of Mosquito Misters
Submitted by Jacquelyn Hakim

By Brian Nearing, Staff Writer
Timesunion.com 11/10/06

are typically installed along the eaves of
a house, perimeter fencing, and around
yards.

Albany – The state has banned the sale
of a pesticide-based mosquito control
system manufactured in Louisiana.
On Thursday, Attorney General Eliot
Spitzer and Department of Environmental Conservation Commissioner
Denise M. Sheehan announced an
agreement with Buzz-Off Mosquito,
and its Saratoga-based dealer, BuzzOff Mosquito Control of Eastern
New York.
The companies, which in 2004 and
2005 sold and installed about a dozen
misting systems in New York, primarily in Saratoga County, agreed to stop
selling the misting system. Customers
will be offered full refunds for the
systems, which range from $2,000 to
$20,000. The companies also will pay
a $25,000 fine.
The dives automatically spray pesticide at timed intervals. The misters

“Pesticides are toxic chemicals that
should not be blindly released into the air
by automatic misting systems. We need
to work to reduce the public’s exposure
to pesticides, and this agreement will
help accomplish that important goal,”
Spitzer said.
Sheehan said: “Pesticide use is highly
regulated by the state to ensure that our
natural environment and our communities are protected.”
The BuzzOff system used Hydro-Py 300,
a pyrethrin-based pesticide that is among
the less toxic insecticides available on
the market today.

In March, the pesticide’s manufacturer
changed its product label to specifically
prohibit the use of the pesticide in automatic misting systems in New York.
Despite the change, BuzzOff Mosquito
Control continued to market the pesticide and automatic misting system in
New York as safe.
New York law prohibits businesses from
making false or misleading claims.
Also, it is against both state and federal
law to use a pesticide in violation of its
label directions.
Automatic pesticide misting systems can
be dangerous to public health and the
environment because they can spray
pesticides onto nearby people, animals,
outdoor furniture and children’s toys.
Spitzer’s office said that although such
systems can be legally purchased in the
state, there is currently no pesticide registered that can lawfully be used in such
systems.
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A New Approach to Fighting Lice
Submitted by Louise Bugbee

John O’Neal provided this story.
The start of school can also mean
the start of head lice season, and the
unpleasant choice of picking lice out or
poisoning them. Now there is a
new approach: a lotion that suffocates
the bugs.
According to a study released yesterday in the journal Pediatrics, the
lotion rid 95 percent of a group of 133
children of their head lice. The study
was conducted by the inventor of the
lotion, Dr. Dale L. Pearlman of Family
Medical Center in Menlo Park, Calif.

Dr. Pearlman wrote that the study involved children who were referred to
him by local pediatricians after standard
treatments either failed to work or were
refused by parents worried about possible side effects.

An expert not connected to the
study, Dr. Howard Taras of the University
of California at San Diego, called it
interesting research, though preliminary.

The lotion is nontoxic and dries on
the hair, Dr. Pearlman said. It is applied
to the hair, then heated with a blow
dryer. As it dries, it forms what he described as a shrink-wrapped film that
covers the louse, shutting off its air supply. The dried lotion is removed by
shampooing eight hours after application.

Dr. Taras, a former chairman of the
American Academy of Pediatrics'
committee on school health, said he
thought the suffocation approach
would eventually yield better treatments than current ones. Already, he
said, informal reports show positive
results from using mayonnaise,
Vaseline and olive oil to coat hairs and
cut off air to lice.

DID YOU KNOW? A Taste of Insect Trivia
Did you know: Crickets have ears?
Absolutely...on their front legs. Just
below the knee is an area that appears
to be a swelling. These are the ears
and they are formed like drums to pick
up the mating songs of other crickets.
Did you know: The Mayfly is the
only insect to have two adult stages in
its life cycle. The first stage, the subadult, crawls out of the water where it
lived as a nymph. It flies weakly and

is dull colored. It soon molts to produce
the true adult, at which time it can mate.
Did you know: A queen termite lays
approximately 30,000 eggs per day.
Termites have the most complex societies of the insect world.
Did you know: When it comes to essential insects, ants have been listed near
the top. Ants have also been considered
as the most important carnivore on

Earth. They eat huge numbers of other
insects which helps keep the insect
population from becoming too plentiful.
Did you know: The rat flea is considered to be the main cause of the Black
Death, or plague, that killed about 35
million people in China and over half of
all the people in the cities of Italy in the
1300’s.

Major Vector Events For 2007
With many of our members participating in the organizations listed below,
we wanted to post these important
dates as a reminder.
Mid-Atlantic Mosquito Control Association 32nd Annual Meeting:
February 20-22, 2007
Meeting Information- MAMCA website:
http://www.mamca.org/Meeting_info.h
tml
Meeting Location- Charleston Riverview Hotel; 170 Lockwood Blvd
Charleston, SC 29403 Phone: (843)
723-3000

New Jersey Mosquito Control Association 94th Annual Meeting:
March 14-16, 2007
Meeting Information- NJMCA website:
http://wwwrci.rutgers.edu/~insects/njmca.htm
Meeting Location- Resorts Atlantic City;
1133 Boardwalk Atlantic City, NJ
08401
Phone: 1-800-336-6378

Meeting Location- Peabody Orlando;
9801 International Drive Orlando, FL
32819 Phone: 1-800 PEABODY or
(407) 352-4000

American Mosquito Control Association 73rd Annual Meeting:
April 1-5, 2007
Meeting Information- AMCA website:
http://www.mosquito.org/meetings/index
.aspx

Meeting information-ISEP/LIWC website:
http://www.pestmanagement.info/ISEP_
LIWC/

International Symposium on Ectoparasites of Pets & Livestock Insect
Worker Conference:
June 10-14, 2007

Meeting Location– Lexington, Kentucky
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Killer Spiders Prefer Malaria Mosquitoes
Submitted by Andy Kyle
The following story appeared in Yahoo!
News, Jan 14th. It was written by
Charles Q. Choi for LiveScience.com.
A jumping spider in East Africa is
known to crave mosquitoes engorged
with blood. Now scientists find the
spider prefers a particular type of
them—mosquitoes infested with the
deadly malaria parasite.
These predatory spiders could help
control the lethal disease, scientists say.
Malaria leads to more than one million
deaths per year worldwide, mostly children.
"My dream would be that people
could be educated to recognize this
little animal and not kill it when found
inside houses, as it often is, apparently
in search of food," behavioral ecologist
Ximena Nelson at Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia, told
LiveScience. "If these spiders are left in
these houses, they may diminish the
number of blood-fed mosquitoes leaving the house, and thus prevent someone else from becoming infected."

Jumping spiders are known for leaping anywhere from 10 to 40 times their
own body length—which would mean up
to 220 feet for a 5-foot-6-inch tall person.
The spiders also have keen eyesight, capable of making out details 40 bodylengths away.
In past research, the scientists discovered E. culicivora consistently preferred
female mosquitoes that had recently finished a blood meal. The spiders targeted
bloodsuckers over non-biting midges (by
far the dominant mosquito-sized insect in
these habitats), male mosquitoes (which
do not suck blood), and female mosquitoes that were fed sugar.
"Robert Jackson is a great naturalist.
He noticed these 5-millimeter spiders
inside houses attacking mosquitoes when
there seemed to be an overabundance of
midges that could have been attacked,"
Nelson said.
The region where these spiders live is
one where the impact of malaria is especially severe, even by African standards.
Nelson and Jackson therefore investigated whether E. culicivora singled out
Anopheles mosquitoes, the carriers of the
malaria parasite, over Culex mosquitoes,
which do not harbor the germ.
Suffering scientist

Big jumpers
Nelson and colleague Robert Jackson at the University of Canterbury in
Christchurch, New Zealand, investigated the jumping spider; Evarcha culicivora. This predator dwells near
Lake Victoria, Africa's largest lake.

Nelson's research was complicated by
side effects from the anti-malarial drugs
she took. "Work definitely slowed down
with this as I became rather forgetful,
and even had to write down what experiment I was running at the time," she said.
Moreover, "field work had to be very
early or late in the evening as it was too
hot for us, not being hardy locals."

The researchers took advantage of the
exceptional vision of the spiders and
tested them with virtual prey depicted
with animated 3-D drawings. The spiders were placed on top of an inclined
metal ramp oriented toward virtual mosquitoes projected in front of them onto a
screen. The scientists also used motionless lures made from dead prey
mounted on cork disks in lifelike postures. Anopheles mosquitoes adopt a
distinctive posture when they rest, angling their abdomens away from whatever surface they are on.
Younger spiders, which are not yet
large enough to tackle the mosquitoes,
take advantage of the Anopheles posture
by moving behind and under the mosquito's abdomen and then attacking from
below.
Nelson and Jackson discovered the
jumping spider preferred to stalk or leap
onto both virtual and dummy Anopheles
over Culex mosquitoes, even when starving. This is the first time any predator
was shown to single out Anopheles as
their preferred prey.
"That they can do this based on vision
alone when it is hard for human eyes to
be able to distinguish this level of detail
was, for me, the most surprising finding
of this aspect of the work," Nelson said.
The scientists reported their findings
in a recent issue of the journal PLoS
ONE.
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Rodents Pumped About Prospects: Fiction by Greg Molter
It appears that humans aren’t the
only ones to make New Years resolutions. According to a
friend of
mine (with a
somewhat
strange
sense of
humor),

mice and rats have decided to no longer
“take it on the chin” in this cat-eat-mouse
world of ours.

All I know is if rabbits ever learn karate,
coyotes and foxes are in for trouble.

George got these photos while investigating rumors that rodents have started
their own self improvement movement.
Is this what happens when technology
falls into the wrong hands? What’s next;
dive-bombing bats? Kamikaze squirrels?

Penn State Patents Tire Clean-up Option
Submitted by Louise Bugbee
Ever see a problem quite as big as
old tires? Ever think to yourself how
nice it would be if someone could figure a way to get rid of them? Well,
someone has. Read on.
Every year, Pennsylvania alone produces an estimated 11 million scrap
tires.

These tires clog landfills, pollute the
earth, are a fire hazard and quickly become breeding areas for mosquitoes
and rats.
Finding adequate uses for the castoff tires is a continuing challenge and
illegal dumping has become a serious
problem throughout the Commonwealth and nation.
But a Penn State Harrisburg faculty
member's ongoing research has now
resulted in a patent for a method which
can help ease the tire problem and
clean up the environment at the same
time.
The Penn State Research Founda-

tion has been assigned the U.S. patent
with the inventor Yuefeng Xie, associate
professor of environmental
engineering, for his "Method of Using
Waste Tires as a Filter Media" in which
he uses crumb rubber to filter water.
"The patent claims the use of crumb
rubber, derived from waste tires, as filter
media," Xie explained. "The crumb rubber could be used for treating wastewater, ship ballast water and storm water."
The technology also reduces the amount
of scrap tires and promotes recycling and
green engineering.
Crumb rubber, Xie pointed out, is
produced by chopping up waste tires to
a desired size, cleaning the rubber, and
removing any metal particles. It is currently being used in highway pavement,
athletic track surfaces, playgrounds,
landfill liners, compost bulking agents,
various manufactured products, energy
recovery and even as artificial reefs for
aquatic life.
For traditional wastewater filtration,
gravity down-flow granular filters using
sand or anthracite as a medium are commonly used. One major problem with
these filters is that upon backwashing the
particles, the larger ones settle at a
greater rate than the smaller. Xie explained that this causes the top of the
filter bed to hold the smallest particles
and the bottom to hold the largest with
the small particles tending to become
clogged quickly.

In his research, he has proved that
crumb rubber is not a rigid material;
instead it can be easily bent or compressed. Through the crumb rubber
method, the larger solids are removed at
the top layer of the filter and the smaller
solids at a lower level, greatly minimizing the clogging problem.
Several studies conducted by Xie
show that the crumb rubber filter is
much more cost effective than conventional sand or anthracite filters. Because
of substantially higher water filtration
rates and lighter weight in comparison
to sand or anthracite, crumb rubber filters also may be used in a mobile treatment unit for disaster relief operations,
he added.
Because the crumb rubber is compressible, the porosity of the particles
is decreased. It can then be used at
higher filter rates while performing similarly to other media now in use. The
crumb rubber media provide better effluent qualities and larger media allow
longer filter runs at higher flow rates.
Xie was recently recognized as a
Penn State Inventor at ceremonies held
in University Park. Eva J. Pell, senior
vice president for Research and dean of
The Graduate School, presented him
with a plaque engraved with the front
page of his patent. In 2005, Penn State
researchers obtained a total of 37 patents.
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Outbreak of Rift Valley Fever Kills Dozens In Kenya:
Submitted by Louise Bugbee
This article by Denise Grady appeared on NYTimes.com January 8,
2007.
A growing outbreak of Rift Valley
fever has killed at least 62 people in
northeastern Kenya since last month,
and health officials fear that it could
become much more widespread.
The disease primarily infects livestock, but humans can catch the virus
that causes it from mosquito bites or
exposure to blood, raw milk or other
fluids from infected animals. Most
people do not get very sick, but some
develop a brain infection or a hemorrhagic fever, which causes shock and
bleeding and can be rapidly fatal. In
people, the death rate is usually about 1
percent.
Although that is a relatively low
mortality rate, the deaths are so horrible
that the disease generates great fear,
said Dr. Rob Breiman, who works in
Nairobi as director of the international
emerging infections program, part of
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention in the United States.
“When it occurs in its severest manifestations, it’s very, very frightening,” he
said. “There’s a rapid onset of illness,
multi-organ failure, bleeding from multiple sites and death—usually in young,
healthy people. They can be healthy
one day and near death the next.”
So far, 165 human cases have been
reported in Kenya, but the real number
is thought to be much higher, because
mild cases probably go unreported and
because the region is vast, with hard to
reach areas inhabited by nomadic livestock herders.
The cause of the outbreak is unusually heavy rains, which have created
ponds and lakes where mosquitoes can
breed, in an area that is normally dry.
The government in Kenya has banned
the transport and slaughter of livestock
in the affected region, and doctors and
scientists from other countries have
been pouring in to help. The World
Health Organization, Doctors Without

Borders and government agencies from
the United States, including the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, are
all working in the region.
There is no specific treatment for the
disease and no human vaccine for it.
Doctors can offer only supportive care,
like fluids and transfusions. The only
means of prevention is to avoid mosquito bites and infected animals or raw
meat or milk from them. Pasteurized
milk and cooked meat from infected
animals are safe—but milking, slaughtering and butchering infected animals is
risky.
The last outbreak of Rift Valley fever
in Kenya occurred in the same region,
the Garissa District, from November
1997 to February 1998. At least 170
people died, and researchers estimate
that tens of thousands were infected.
The district is about 200 miles northeast
of Nairobi.
James Lorenz, a spokesman for Doctors Without Borders, said the group was
using cars and helicopters to reach affected areas, treat patients and teach local health workers how to diagnose cases
and care for victims. He said that the
sever cases were “shocking and horrific”
and that people in the area were frightened for themselves and for the animals
that are their livelihood.
No one knows why some people become so ill from the virus. So far, severe
casaes have not been linked to H.I.V.
infection, old age or other conditions that
can make people especially vulnerable.
Because the virus is carried by mosquitoes, the disease has the potential to
spread far and wide. Cases have already
been reported outside the northeastern
province, which has scientists worried.
They point out that outbreaks can have
substantial economic impact, if they lead
to international quarantines and restrictions on livestock sales, particularly in
the areas like northeast Kenya, where the
economy is almost entirely based on
livestock.
The 1997-98 outbreak led to bans on

imports of cattle from Kenya and East
Africa that lasted for years, Dr. Breiman
said. Other countries feared that imported animals would touch off epidemics in people and livestock. The death
rate is much higher in animals than in
people, and the infection causes pregnant animals to abort.
The Centers for Disease Control
worked with the Ministry of Health in
Kenya to set up a laboratory in Garissa
to test human blood for the virus and
signs of infection, Dr. Breiman said,
adding that scientists from the United
States will also help to set up separate
labs to test samples from animals.
Researchers have trapped 50,000
mosquitoes, and insect experts will be
examining them to determine which
species are in the region and which are
carrying the virus. Several species of
Aedes are already known to be carriers.
But it is not clear whether the outbreak
can be halted, Dr. Breiman said. There
is a vaccine for animals, and Kenya is
receiving about 400,000 doses. The
vaccine cannot help animals that are
already infected, so the idea is to try to
administer the vaccine in the projected
path of the outbreak.
Experts are also debating whether it
is feasible to use larvicides against the
mosquitoes, but flooding in the affected
area is widespread and any aerial spraying would have to be extensive. Mosquito nets over beds cannot be distributed to everyone in the area because
distances are long and some roads have
been washed out. Some mosquitoes bite
during the day, like Aedes. Insect repellent has not been widely distributed.
Covering up with clothing can also help,
but when the rains stop, the blistering
heat sets in. Dr Breiman said since most
of the people in the region are Muslim,
and women
cover themselves in public, they may
not fare too
badly.
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2007 PVCA Staff

PVCA President:

Vice President, Region 1

Vice President, Region 4

Michael Hutchinson

(PVCA Website Administrator)

(PVCA Newsletter Editor)

DEP Bureau of Laboratories

Ben Russell

Greg Molter

Harrisburg

DEP

Montour County

Secretary:

Vice President, Region 2

Vice President, Region 5

Carmen Reichard

Cliff Pristas

Leah Kostelnik

Mercer County Regional Planning
Commission

DEP

Allegheny County Health Department

Vice President, Region 3

Vice President, Region 6

Christian Boyer

Bill Andrus

DEP

DEP

Treasurer:
Andy Kyle
DEP Bureau of Laboratories –WNV
Harrisburg
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2006 PVCA Meeting Minutes:
Submitted by Carmen Reichard
The 2006 annual business meeting of
the Pennsylvania Vector Control Association (PVCA) was called to order at
10:52 a.m. November 16, by President,
Mike Hutchinson.
The minutes of the November 18, 2005
annual meeting were given by Carmen
Reichard. There being no additions or
corrections, the minutes were approved
upon motion made by Greg Molter and
seconded by Don Overdorff. Motion
carried.
Andy Kyle gave the Treasurer’s report. The beginning balance as of
1/1/06 was $3,382.81. Deposits including 2005 conference registrations and
newsletter advertisements totaled
$2,595.00. Expenses included postage,
MAMCA food/hospitality suite, PVCA
executive committee meeting, AMCA
yearly renewal fee and newsletter publication supplies totaling $1,925.62,
leaving a balance in the checking account of $4,052.19 as of 11/8/06. The
Certificate of Deposit beginning balance as of 1/22/06 was $1,901.36. The
ending balance as of 10/22/06 was
$1,957.53. Current rate is 4.30%.
Andy will look into a better rate for the
CD in March when it matures. He also
explained the MAMCA expense was a
one time expense, due to the meeting
being held in Pennsylvania. A motion
was made by Bill Todaro and seconded
by Cliff Pristas to accept the treasurer’s
report as presented. Motion carried.
The Regional Vice President reports
were given by the following: Region I
– Ben Russell; Region II – Cliff Pristas;
Region III – Christian Boyer; Region
IV – Steve Barondeau; Region V – Bill
Todaro; Region VI – Bill Andrus.
They updated the association on what
work has been done in their regions
over the past year.
Committee reports included:
Newsletter – given by Greg Molter.
Greg has completed the newsletter’s
fourth year of publication. He has received interesting information from a
lot of people and he stated that we all

make the newsletter what it is. Expenses totaled $437 to print 3 editions.
Greg is expecting $600 in advertising
this year.
Awards – Mike Hutchinson gave the
report for Jan Humphreys. He thanked
those on the awards committee for their
time and assistance. In the past, the
student award has been $200. At this
years Executive Committee meeting,
the amount was raised to $300.
Membership – Jacqui Hakim reported
that she sent out letters to all PA
Boards of Health and Extension offices, as well as to the colleges and
universities (in her District II) to give
an invitation to join PVCA and the
benefits thereof. West Nile virus was
the most important membership tool to
date, tripling or quadrupling our numbers.
Website – Ben Russell reported the
web site is not being used as much as it
could be. The website address is:
http://www.pavectorcontrol.org
Industry representatives – No one
was present to give report.
OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business to discuss.
NEW BUSINESS
The election of regional vice presidents was held. Members from each
region gathered into separate groups
and discussed who would be representing their region. The results of those
discussions were as follows:
Region 1 – Ben Russell
Region 2 – Cliff Pristas
Region 3 – Christian Boyer
Region 4 – Greg Molter
Region 5 – Leah Kostelnik
Region 6 – Bill Andrus
A new award was proposed to allow
compensation for a PVCA member to

attend another vector control meeting
or Washington Day. Discussion included: that member would present a
report to PVCA on the meeting and
would put a plug in for PVCA at that
meeting. In order to select which
member would attend, it was decided
each Regional Vice President would
submit a name to the Committee.
PVCA would cover expenses up to
$500 for the meeting. A Committee to
review applicants will consist of: Andy
Kyle, Cliff Pristas, and Eric Naguski.
A motion was made by Andy Kyle and
seconded by Cliff Pristas that included
all of the above. Motion carried.
Location of the 2007 meeting was
discussed. Some felt that the location
needed to be changed. A problem in
the past has been locating a place large
enough to handle the number of persons in our organization. The Ramada
has provided us good room rates and
food costs. They usually give us until
January to finalize a contract. A motion was made by Gary Jones and seconded by Greg Molter to hold the 2007
conference at the Ramada Inn, State
College. Motion carried.
A suggestion was made to hold the
2008 conference at the Harrisburg Hilton and then a tour of the new DEP lab
could be scheduled as part of the meeting agenda. Items to consider in
searching for a location include the
following: Meeting room with classroom seating for 150 persons; banquet
facility for 150; sleeping rooms – 120;
audio/visual support; reasonable cost
for hospitality suite.
Allotment for door prizes – This year,
the executive committee approved purchasing door prizes for the drawing at
the annual meeting. The cost was
$365. A motion was made by Andy
Kyle and seconded by Roy Bower to
allocate $400 each year for the purchase of door prizes for the annual
meeting of the conference. Motion
carried.
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2006 PVCA Meeting Minutes:
(continued pg 13)

Plaques for honorary members and
student award winners – The plaques
being considered would contain multiple name slots, approximately 10 per
plaque. The plaques would be engraved each time there was an addition
to them and they would be brought to
the annual meeting each year. A motion was made by Cliff Pristas and seconded by Bill Todaro to purchase 2
plaques, one for the honorary members
and one for the student award winners
with approximately 10 slots on each.
Motion carried.

Establishment of new committee –
Historian. There was discussion that a
Historian position was necessary to
house records and any other PVCA
information that was available in one
central location. Jacqui Hakim nominated Bill Ferraro for this position.
Ben Russell seconded the nomination.
Bill declined. After further discussion,
Bill Todaro agreed to fill this position.

After a short discussion, a motion was
made by Greg Molter and seconded by
Dave DiGennaro to continue the newsletter as is. Motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Mike
Hutchinson adjourned the meeting at
12:00.

There was discussion regarding putting the newsletter on line. The files
are very large. Greg is working with
Ben to put past editions on the website.

Vodka; Who Knew?
Submitted by Greg Molter
VODKA Who knew!!!!
In our quest to always find a better
way of doing things, we sometimes
overlook items we see every day.
(Well, SOMETHINGS we see every
day.) I haven’t had the opportunity
to field test these suggestions yet,
so anyone looking for a little research, this could prove interesting.
Of course, in the interest of science,
we would like an article for the
newsletter dealing with your findings and maybe even a demonstration at the next training conference.
1. To remove a bandage painlessly,
saturate the bandage with vodka.
The alcohol dissolves adhesive.
2. To clean the caulking around
bathtubs and showers, fill a triggerspray bottle with vodka, spray the
caulking, let set five minutes and
wash clean. The alcohol in the
vodka also kills mold and mildew.
3. To clean your eyeglasses, simply
wipe the lenses with a soft, clean
cloth dampened with vodka. The
alcohol in the vodka cleans the
glass and kills germs.

4. Prolong the life of razors by filling
a cup with vodka and letting your
safety razor blade soak in the alcohol after shaving. The vodka disinfects the blade and prevents rusting.
5. Spray vodka on vomit stains,
scrub with a brush, and then blot
dry. (Isn’t that what caused the
stain in the first place?)
6. Using a cotton ball, apply vodka
to your face as an astringent to
cleanse the skin and tighten pores.
7. Add a jigger of vodka to a 12ounce bottle of shampoo. The alcohol cleanses the scalp, removes
toxins from hair, and stimulates the
growth of healthy hair.
8. Fill a sixteen-ounce trigger-spray
bottle and spray bees or wasps to
kill them.
9. Pour one-half cup vodka and one
-half cup water in a Ziploc freezer
bag and freeze for a slushy, refreshing ice pack for aches, pain or
black eyes.

10. Fill a clean, used mayonnaise
jar with freshly picked lavender
flowers, fill the jar with vodka, seal
the lid tightly and set in the sun
for three days. Strain liquid through
a coffee filter, then apply the
tincture to aches and pains.
11. To relieve a fever, use a washcloth to rub vodka on your chest
and back as a liniment.
12. To cure foot odor, wash your
feet with vodka.
13 Vodka will disinfect and alleviate
a jellyfish sting.
14. Pour vodka over an area affected with poison ivy to remove
the oil from your skin.
15. Swish a shot of vodka over an
aching tooth. Allow your gums to
absorb some of the alcohol to numb
the pain.
And all this time I thought the only
use for vodka was to make orange
juice taste better….Who knew?
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Space reserved for vendors: 1/8 page free to sustaining members, otherwise 1/8 page $50, 1/4 page $75, 1/2 page
$100 and full page $200. Contact Andy Kyle for more information regarding advertising in our newsletter.

Adapco, Inc.

Adapco, Inc.

Ted Bean
Technical Sales Representative
385 Wilsey Road
Franklin, PA 16323
(800) 220-0882; Cell (814) 671-6516; Fax (814) 3744523

Brian Bruno
Contract Sales/Vector Biologist
RD 3 Box 3139
Saylorsburg, PA 18353
(610) 871-3723

tbean@e-adapco.com

bbruno@myadapco.com

Clarke Mosquito Control

Clarke Mosquito Control

Jeff Hottenstein

David DiGennaro

Control Consultant

N.E. Operations Supervisor

159 North Garden Ave., P.O. Box 72197
Roselle, IL 60172
(630) 894-2000; Cell (540) 729-2256; Fax: (630) 894-1774
jeffhottenstein@clarkemosquito.com

151 W. Marshall St.
Norristown, PA 19401
(610) 270-8805; Fax (610) 270-8802

Adapco, Inc.

Bell Laboratories

ddigennaro@clarkemosquito.com

Dan Markowski

Jonathan Davis

Project Manager

Technical Representative

P.O. Box 566
DeWitt, AR 72042
(870) 946-3731; Fax (870) 946-1163
dmarkowski@vdci.net

3699 Kinsman Blvd.
Madison, WI 53704
(800) 643-7397, ext 3152
jdavis@belllabs.com

Valent BioSciences Co.
Jim Andrews
Sales Specialist
4908 Wedgefield Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28409
(847) 778-8637; Fax (910) 392-7621
Jim.andrews@valent.com

Wellmark International
Jeffrey R. O’Neill
Northeast Regional Manager
22 Christina Court
Bear, DE 19701
(800) 877-6374; Fax (302) 322-4058
jeff.oneill@wellmarkint.com
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Univar USA

Univar USA

Bill Combs

Brian D. Smith

Technical Sales Representative

Technical Sales Representative

403 Parkway View Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
(412) 787-9101; Fax (412) 787-9105
william.combs@univarusa.com

850 Calcon Hook Road, Alexander Court Bay #9
Sharon Hill, PA 19079
(610) 237-8402; Cell (215) 260-0834; Fax (610) 237-8394
brian.smith@univarusa.com

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT:
Although we haven’t seen the last of “Old Man Winter”, it’s time to start
thinking about Spring and the job that lies ahead.
What better time than now to take a drive through your counties and find
potential mosquito habitat? The leaves are off the trees and natural depressions
stick out like sores thumbs. Many of these areas will still have water present.
Look at the accessibility and residential density of each location. Map out surveillance and control areas that may have been over looked in the past. Generally, take a fresh look at your area of responsibility.
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THE PENNSYLVANIA VECTOR CONTROL
ASSOCIATION

Montour County Dept. of Vector Management
112 Woodbine Lane, Suite 4

The Pennsylvania Vector is an informational news letter, written and produced for the purpose of providing the members of the PVCA with updates
on activities conducted by this group and to highlight innovations made in the

Danville, PA 17821

field of vector control. Articles herein have been reviewed for content and
to the best of my knowledge contain the most current information available.

Questions/Submissions:
Phone: 570-271-3021 Fax:

570-271-3078

E-mail: montourwnv@montourco.org

The Pennsylvania Vector will be mailed to organization members, with past
editions available in PDF format on the PVCA web site at
www.pavectorcontrol.org.

Items posted in “The Pennsylvania Vector” are submitted by the general
membership and staff. Posting herein allows for the widest dissemination to
all members of the organization. Should a listed event be cancelled or rescheduled (after publication), revisions will not be printed or mailed to the
membership as part of the News Letter process. These revisions should be
submitted as soon as possible by email or fax to the PVCA web site.

Organizations are encouraged to submit News Letter articles and can do so
by contacting this office. Cut-off dates : Feb 15th, Jun 15th, and Oct 15th.

www.pavectorcontrol.org

Publications will be issued Mar, Jul, and Nov.

PRESIDENT’S Corner

EDITOR’S Corner

Mike Hutchinson

Greg Molter

I would like to congratulate our new
officers who were elected in November.
Some were serving as interim VP’s and
are now official! These are all volunteer positions and we are privileged to
have so many hard-working people in
our association who are willing to make
our operations run smoothly. Next time
you see Ben, Cliff, Christian, Greg, Leah, or Bill, please thank
them for a job well done.
The executive committee will be holding a planning meeting in State College at the Days Inn, April 17-18, 2007. Anyone from the membership can attend as well. Please drop me a
line if you would like to join us and I’ll get more details to
you. Topics of discussion will be overall planning for the annual conference as well as discussions about the possibility of
moving the 2008 meeting to another part of the state. If you
can’t make the meeting, but have a topic you would like addressed, please let me know and I’ll add it to the agenda.
I can be reached through email at mhutchinso@state.pa.us
or by phone at 717-346-8265. Thank you!
Mike

By now it should be very obvious that
most of us in PVCA staff positions wear
many different hats. As time consuming
and frustrating as it can become at times,
none of us would continue taking on those
additional responsibilities unless we enjoyed it. To that, I add my personal
thanks to each and every member of the PVCA staff.
With the planning meeting just around the corner, it’s important that you contact your regional VP with information
you would like to see at the next annual convention. The staff
will be putting all your comments together and try to come up
with speakers to address each topic. So let us know what you
want to hear about. If you can, attend the meeting personally.
The planning meeting is the toughest part of our job and
does require a lot of thought and discussion. Each member
will have the opportunity to bring ideas to the table, as well as
a list of perspective speakers. Once a general agenda is developed, we then assign members the task of contacting speakers
and confirming their availability. That’s when our homework
begins. With any luck, by October a complete agenda is set
and another excellent conference is set to go. Thanks.
Greg

