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“Dedicated to the Prevention of Vector-borne Diseases
To those of us trying to
conduct pest control that
ranges from lice, fleas, and
mosquitoes up to mice,
rats, and bats; the Pennsylvania Vector Control Association is one of our strongest allies. In a way, a partnership for all of us to
benefit from.
How’s this for a mission
statement? “To provide
educational enrichment
and professional networking to all Commonwealth health personnel
engaged in Vector Control activities, thereby
maintaining and improving the quality of
life for all Pennsylvanians.” Why, if I wasn’t a
member already, I’d be
looking to join up. Most of
us can use any help we can
get. But what about their

ATV:

history and just exactly
what they are trying to
provide. Good question!
The PVCA was founded
in 1974 as an organization
dedicated to the advancement of its membership by
providing annual conferences and training sessions offering education,
interaction, and communication. The membership
includes municipal and
state public health personnel, university faculty,
and technical and sales
representatives from support industry within
Pennsylvania and surrounding states. Membership has grown from
just a few at the start, to
well over 100.
The 2002 annual conference took place Nov.
13-15, in Strasburg, PA.

Proposed LOGO update by Andy Kyle,
PVCA Secretary.

On hand were 26 guest
speakers from varying
backgrounds, delivering
information on topics such
as WNV Transmission
Cycles, Legislative issues,
Pesticide Applicators License Review, Rodent
Control, Tick & Lyme Disease Research, Trapping
Techniques, and use of
ATV’s in vector control.
In my opinion, PVCA
delivered once again. A+!

Another Tool (or Toy) for Vectoring

Sometimes, getting to
the hotspot is more trouble
than the actual work of
providing treatment. Technicians would often rather
airdrop into a location than
have to fight their way
through foliage and vegetation. As was so delightfully pointed out, that may
not be a problem for long.

Thanks to the fine folks
from New Jersey for offering their solutions during
this years conference:
ATV’s. Members got to
see the ultimate in surveillance vehicles for vector control: 6 + 8 wheeled
swamp buggies and a
hover craft made for two.
Does it get any better?

The talk of the afternoon break was how units
would be able to justify
having one or both of
these excellent tools added
to their units “must-have”
list. They do have their
uses, but like most of you,
Santa might be our only
chance at getting one any
time soon. Good Luck!
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West Nile Program makes history.
Information from Len Forte, Region 2
From it’s inception in early 2000,
Pennsylvania’s West Nile Program
has been making recording breaking advancements. It has been said
that our program has set the standard that other states want to
achieve. Well, it’s happened again.

to the PA State Health lab for viral
testing. Positive WNV confirmation
was received on February 13th.

On February 3rd of this year,
Len Forte, PADEP, and Louise Bugbee, Penn State Cooperative Ext
advanced our knowledge of West
Nile Virus to the next step. While
collecting samples of over-wintering
mosquito populations from a spring
house in Catasauqua Borough
(Lehigh County) they discovered
surviving adult mosquitoes that
tested positive for WNV. This is a
first for PA. Many folk have believed the virus could survive the
winter but no one had been able to
provide proof as to a host. Now we
have at least one source, and it had
to be our favorite vector.

Louise Bugbee collecting over-wintering adult
mosquitoes. She’d fit right in to an episode of CSI

Len and Louise used mechanical
hand-held aspirators to collect the
six Culex pipiens. They then transferred the mosquitoes to an ABC
miniature light trap net and placed
them in a humidity chamber at 4045% RH, 65F for a period of 48
hours. Once totally reanimated,
the sample was placed on dry ice
and shipped via overnight mail to
the DEP lab in Harrisburg. Sven
Spichiger completed species identification and forwarded the sample

This isn’t the first time these folks
have provided such information to
the program. Last year, due to the
on-going research and testing conducted by this group, we found out
that several species of mosquitoes
over-winter. Basically, like so many
other animals, they seek a place to
hide out during the winter. Their
systems all but shut down and they
just settle in until the temperatures
start warming up again. Hearing
that, it made sense that we would

find some in the city, and in areas
where sewer systems and underground pipes provided cover and protection. But what about our rural
areas? By conducting winter collections, we now know that mosquitoes
have been found over-wintering in
basements, bank barns, and root cellars throughout the state.
Thanks to Len and Louise for the
excellent work. It takes a special
type of person to be out looking for
mosquitoes in a snow storm. We’ll be
looking forward to your presentation
at this years conference. I wonder if
our next step will be to add root-cellar
surveillance to our grants?

Historic structure in Lehigh County. The attached
springhouse is where the sample was collected.

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: Meet the Staff
JACQUELYN A. HAKIM, PVCA Past President, Director—Monroe Co. Vector Management
Jacqui has been very active in
vector management. She started
with Monroe Co. Vector Mgt. in
1975 and joined the PVCA shortly
thereafter. She spent several years
as this organizations Region 2 VP,
and then 6 years as its president.
Not a job for the “thin skinned”.
Her contributions have helped the
organization to grow tremendously.

Jacqui did her undergrad work at
SUNY at Stony Brook on Long Island
and her graduate work at East
Stroudsburg University (MS, MPH).
However, she says her most prestigious title is “Mother” of a young man
named Benjamin. He just happens to
be a senior at the University of California (Santa Barbara), majoring in
Chemistry. Way to go MOM!

Seasons Greetings from Monroe County staff of
Vector/Litter/Highway Sanitation. Left to right are;
“Reindeer” Rick, Jacqui, Mike, and Billy.
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IT’S HERE! Is it time to hide the children?
That’s right. West Nile Virus
has become a part of life for all
Pennsylvanians. Not just in one
location, but 63 of our 67 counties
have joined the ranks of the
“Positive's”. I wouldn’t be so sure
the remaining 4 counties didn’t
have it as well. We all share the
distinction of being visited by the
virus. And with that, our residents
reacted!
What do we do? Will the Governor call out the National Guard?
Should we put out the quarantine
signs at the boarder of each township? Should we have decontamination teams sterilize each vehicle as
it passes? Do I hide my children indoors from sundown to sunup, just
like for vampires?

These are the questions we hear in
the field and the answer to all those
questions is: NO! DO NOT PANIC.
We tell our residents to remember
that we have many options available
to us for combating the dreaded mosquito. The very
first thing we
need to do, is to
survey our living areas.
Check around
our own homes
for places that
mosquitoes can
breed. Rain
barrels, cans,
tires; basically
any place water
We can all make a difference by being proactive.

can collect and stand; empty or cover
them. Also, take routine precautions
like wearing long sleeved shirts and
long pants in the hours of dusk and
dawn. Apply repellants to your clothing and exposed parts. Go about enjoying life as you always did. Be proactive and help yourselves by practicing source reduction and self protection. You don’t have to get bitten.
We will continue to conduct surveillance and control in areas where
the virus was detected and where
larvae are active. Continued random
adult surveillance will also occur until the mosquitoes season is over.
By the way, its ok to let the kids
out of the closet; they still have a few
years left to enjoy being outside!

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: Meet the Staff
William J. Ferraro, Vice President - Region 1
William Ferraro is the Chief of
Vector Control Services, in the city
of brotherly love; Philadelphia. He
graduated from St. Joseph’s University with a BS and followed with
graduate work in Environmental
Health at W. Chester U. Bill’s history of service started in 1975 when
he was hired into the city’s Dept. of
Public Health, Food Protection Division. Bill was promoted into the
Vector Control Services in 1985 as

the Sanitarian Supervisor. From
1995 through 1998 he filled in as
“Acting Chief” until promoted to the
position, which he presently holds.
Bill acts as the WNV Coordinator
for Philadelphia Co. and is a licensed
pesticide applicator. Just keeping an
eye on “vector” happenings alone
throughout this region would have
some people pulling their hair out,
but not Bill. In addition, he serves

the PVCA as Region 1 VP, responsible for Southeast PA. Thanks Bill!

Bill checks on a light trap sample. Everyone takes
an active part in vector management.

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: Meet the Staff
Len Forte, Vice President - Region 1I
Leonard Forte is a Water Pollution Biologist with the PA DEP. He
is presently working from the North
Eastern Regional Offices in Bethlehem. In addition to water quality
issues, he is also the Regional West
Nile Virus Coordinator.
Len spent some time in the service, attached to the US Air Force
from 1974-1979. Working toward a

career in Environmental Studies, he
earned a BS from East Stroudsburg
State University. He then joined
Monroe Co. Vector Control as a Field
Technician 1988 and was promoted to
Assistant Director/Entomologist in
1991; a position he held until 1997.
Len came to DEP as a Sanitarian
that year and moved into his present
job in 2000. His membership with

PVCA started in 1991 and he has
been the Region 2 VP since 2000.
Len and his
team are credited
with finding PA’s
first positive
WNV results in
over-wintering
mosquitoes. (pg 2) Len’s smiling: PVCA
conference time already?
Outstanding!
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What’s happening in region 3:
Information by Sven-Erik Spichiger
As we all know, mosquito season
is just ahead. The grant requests
for region 3 have been approved for
all counties in the regions at just
over $985,000. County coordinators
could have their signed grants back
to DEP by the end of February.
Over wintering samples have
been collected/submitted from Dauphin and Berks Counties, but to
date, the
only WNV
positive samples have
been from
region 2.
Regional

A few more weeks, and she’s
WNV Coordiback in our lives.

nator Tim

Daley has accepted a position in the
North East Region and will be moving on soon. At this time, it appears
that Kristen Bardell will become his
replacement for this coming season.
Another area
that generates
conversation is
Tick and Lyme
Disease research.
According to
They’re more menacing
Sven,
the is no
under the microscope.
current data for
Lyme Disease in this region. That’s
not to say it’s not out there; it just
hasn’t been recorded as yet.

Counties will be dropping from the
program this year and York County
will be joining. Basically, this will
mean no changes in treatments along
the Susquehanna River, but the Juniata River will be effected. Best
wishes to all state and county vector
control teams. This could be a very
busy season.

The Black Fly situation here will
be changing somewhat. According to
Doug Orr, Lancaster and Juniata

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: Meet the Staff
Sven-Erik Spichiger, Vice President, Region III
Sven Spichiger is a name you
will hear often when the topic turns
to Pennsylvania’s West Nile Virus
program He just happens to be the
man in charge of our WNV laboratory in Harrisburg. Sven gets to
spend many tedious hours each
days identifying all the wonderful
mosquito samples sent in from our
300+ field technicians. Needless to
say, he’s a very busy man throughout the season.

Sven graduated from Penn State
University in 1995 with a BS in Entomology. In 1998, he received his MS
in Entomology from Clemson University and signed on with Terminix International until 2000. It was at that
time, Sven came to the Dept. of Environmental Protection to work with
the newly developed West Nile Virus
Program. His innovative changes in
procedures and processing samples
have allowed the lab staff to stay on

top of the seemingly endless supply of
incoming mosquito samples.
As the regional III VP,
Sven has his
finger on the
pulse of what’s
happening.
PVCA choose
wisely once
Ever play chess with a bug?
again.
Watch carefully; they cheat!

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: Meet the Staff
John Ryder, Vice President, Region IV
John is a biologist with the PA
DEP. He is presently with the
North central Regional Office in
Williamsport and is the regional
WNV Coordinator. John graduated
from Mansfield University 1996
with a BS in Fisheries Biology and
is presently enrolled at Penn State
University pursuing his masters
degree. John is a native of Lycom-

ing County but has spent time since
graduation working with the Dept of
Fish and Game in Alaska, Wyoming
and Pennsylvania. He also spent
some time with Penn State. These
experiences were a plus for John as
he truly enjoys the outdoor activities
of hunting, fishing and camping. He
seems to enjoy working with mosquitoes and (believe it or not) the county

WNV coordinators as well. John recently started
a new chapter
in his life—a
lovely lady
named Erin
accepted him
as her husband. Good
John jumps into his work!
luck to both.
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Region 5: Yesterday-Today-Tomorrow
Story by Bill Todaro
I’d like to offer a little background on region 5 and our Vector
Management Program.

mon enough to cause damage, disease
and threaten the public health.

Public Vector Control in the
Pittsburgh region began with the
“Great Society” Urban Rat Control
grants in the late 1960’s, followed
by an organized Mosquito Control
Program after Hurricane Agnes in
1972.
These early County Health Department Programs employed about
60 people in a comprehensive effort
to eliminate the environmental conditions that bred rats and mosquitoes. In spite of the great progress
in neighborhood sanitation and public education, given the right mix of
conditions, these pests are still com-

The present day Allegheny County
Vector Control Program is staffed by
one full time entomologist. Help for
field work and training comes from a
pool of 15 environmental health specialists who do everything from inspecting property (public schools,
pools, rental units, nursing homes,
etc) for health code violations, to
treating woodlands for mosquitoes.
We also get help for direct pest control efforts through a Municipal Pest
Control Program that has dealt with
floods, rats, mosquitoes and gypsy
moth for nearly 30 years.
The County provides training,
supplies and resources to those mu-

nicipal governments and school districts that employ a certified public
pest control operator. Nearly 150
staff from 70 municipalities participate in the program on a regular basis.
Through
this program, we
hope to
have a
significant
impact on
reducing
the incidence of
West Nile
Virus in
Allegheny A figure skater for 6 years, Bill says
County in “Happiness is when you get to
skate with the big girls.” I agree!
2003.

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: Meet the Staff
William Todaro, Vice President, Region V
Bill is a Medical Entomologist
for the Allegheny County Dept. of
Health, and is located in Pittsburgh. He joined that organization
in 1977 and is still going strong today.

Surveillance Field Specialist with the
New York State Dept. of Health, Vector Control Branch (Syracuse) from
1972-1975. A natural tie-in to his
course of study.

Bill earned both a BS (1973) and
a MS (1975) in Entomology at
SUNY College of Environmental
Science at Syracuse University. He
had been serving as an Arbovirus

After college, Bill took a position
with the Erie County Health Dept. in
Buffalo, as their Medical Entomologist. He remained there until Pennsylvania beckoned him to move to
Pittsburgh and Allegheny Co.

Bill has authored 6 publications in
the medical-entomology field and is a
member of the Entomological Society
of America, the Entomological Society
of Pennsylvania, the American Mosquito Control Association, and the
Pennsylvania Vector Control Association. Besides that, he’s been married
28 yrs, has 3 kids, several dogs, cats,
chickens and even a horse. I don’t
know where he finds the energy, but
I’m hoping he’ll share a bottle or two.

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: Meet the Staff
Scott Dudzic, Vice President, Region VI
Scott is a Water Pollution Biologist with the PA DEP. His office is
located in Meadville, PA. Scott
spends a lot of his time working the
West Nile Program; coordinating,
monitoring, and evaluating the effectiveness of the regional team.
His area, or region, involves 12
counties in the Northwest corner of
PA. In addition, and he also has

duties involving stream assessments
and fish tissue collection.
Scott is a graduate of Clarion University, where he received a BS in
Biology. While attending college,
Scott spent his summers working as
an intern for DEP in the Black Fly
Suppression Program. This direct
involvement, coupled with a degree
in biology, made him a prime candi-

date for employment. He joined
the Department
after graduation.
Scott Dudzic,
Region VI VP:
another example
of the outstanding professionals on staff.

Scott being interviewed by
Channel 24 News, prior to
adulticide spraying event.
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Region 4: EDUCATION
Source Reduction is everyone’s business.
Snyder Co. WNV Coordinator
Brenda Reddig takes her job very
serious. Her vision of an outstanding West Nile Program is one
that involves everyone in the community; and that includes kids.
Brenda, and staffer Trish Bingaman, have been getting students
involved through school briefings
and by conducting a poster contest.

“This is the second year we’ve
sponsored the contest The Grand
Prize Winner receives a $25 gift certificate, a Mosquito model kit, a
Frisbee, and a Grand Prize Winner
Certificate in a frame. The students
are always very receptive to our program and are eager to learn,” says
Reddig. “We start our program with
an assembly and review methods for
reducing mosquitoes. Once we have
covered the basics, we have the kids
participate by coming forward to
point out (on a picture of a house)
possible areas where they could find
mosquito larvae. As the briefing
ends, we tell them about the poster
contest, and it’s full speed ahead.”

Brenda addresses students with a WNV power
point show that requires audience participation.

Region 4 Coordinators have put it

on the line: if we can get more people
working toward source reduction, we
can have a positive impact on reducing the number of mosquitoes .
Brenda says she has had students
come up to her in the mall and say
“Hey, you’re the mosquito lady.”
“Just the fact that they remember
who I am, makes me feel that I’ve
accomplished
something.”
Keep up the
good work;
we’re all glad
to see you on
the job!
Janelle E. Remphrey, 5th grade Middleburg student,
won the Grand Prize. Trish Bingaman presents the
Certificate. Is this a future field technician?

DID YOU KNOW? A Taste of Mosquito Trivia.
Did you know….Mosquitoes can live
through the winter? Several species
can hibernate; living for months in
basements, old barns, and other
places out of the weather.
Did you know….Not all mosquitoes
bite. Only the female mosquito
takes a “Blood Meal”. This provides
the protein needed to reproduce.
Did you know….Mosquitoes do not

track you down by your smell. They
detect CO2 (Carbon Dioxide) which
all breathing life forms exhale.
Did you
know…..That old
tires can be the best
breeding spots for
mosquitoes. Tires
hold water very
well. Debris and

vegetation gets trapped and the
opening is too small for birds to get
at the mosquito. One tire can produce as many as
10,000 mosquitoes in
a single season.

“They detect CO2 (Carbon
Dioxide) which all
breathing life forms
exhale.”

Did you
know…..Must mosquitoes live their
entire life in an area

COMING EVENT
Items listed here have been
submitted by the PVCA Staff.
APRIL—PVCA Executive Board
Meeting, State College, PA.
Contact Gary Jones for more
information. All members welcome.
APRIL—West Nile Control Program Grants approved and sur-

veillance/control activities
scheduled to start state wide.
Regional WNV Coordinators to
initiate season kick-off.
APRIL-MAY—Erie County
Health Department to start tick
dragging in identified problem
areas.
JUNE 8-10—National Environ-

mental Health Association,
RENO. Jacquelyn Hakim guest
presenter.
JUNE 18-20—Society for Public
Health Education, Las Cruces,
NM. Jacquelyn Hakim guest
presenter.
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PRESIDENT’S Corner:
From the desk of Gary Jones
This year has been a very busy
one for our leader. Not only has he
had to contend with the hectic pace
of everyday business in the DEP
Bureau of Laboratories, but he has
also been the coordinator and driving force behind the relocation of
our labs to a new facility, N.E. of
Harrisburg. Somebody’s gotta do it!
So bear with me as Andy Kyle
(next article) and I share a little of
Gary’s background with you.
To say that Gary has been “up to
his eyebrows in bugs” for a long
time, would be an understatement.
We know he went to Penn State
University and received both a BS
in Biology and a MS in Entomology
but we’re just not sure when. His

30+ years of service with the Commonwealth started in 1972 when he
was placed in charge of the Mosquito
Laboratory of DER. There, as Chief
Entomologist, he reared colonies of
mosquitoes for species identification.
When the Bureau of Laboratories
was formed, Gary transferred to it
and became an integral component of
establishing the Black Fly Suppression Program of the 70’s and 80’s.
The field surveillance, laboratory
identifications, and pesticide field
trials he was part of, lead to establishing the Black Fly Program existing today. Well, DER split in the 90’s
to become DCNR & DEP. The Bureau of Laboratories went to DEP
and Gary continued on as (and still
is) Section Chief of the Biological

Services Section. Gary is still involved in both Black Fly & West
Nile Virus programs and remains
the “technical expert” for vector control/insect pest question and identification within Pennsylvania. Our
own Super Bug Buster! Gary became the PVCA President at the
2001 conference and has been keeping us on track ever since. Thanks
for the leadership.
Gary is married
and with 2 full
grown children; a
son and daughter.
Makes you wonder
if they are following in Gary’s footsteps? Not a bad
choice in my book!

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: Meet the Staff
Andy Kyle, PVCA Treasurer
Andy is a member of DEP. He
works out of the Harrisburg office
and a key member of PA’s West Nile
Virus Program.
Andy graduated from Penn State
University in 1980, with a BS in
Biology. He says he waited until
the fall semester so he could get in
another football season. See, even
then he showed signs of great intellect. Andy continued his education
at Penn State and earned his BS in

Entomology in the spring of 1982.

pretty good run.

His first job was as a Forestry
intern in 1982 and then full time
with the Department of Environmental Resources (DER) in their
Gypsy Moth Program. In 1985, he
started with the Black Fly Program.
It was also at this time that the
DEP was formed. Andy stayed with
the Black Fly program until the
WNV required his services 3 years
ago. 21 years with the state; a

Andy lives in
York County
with his wife and
2 teenage daughters. Not only is
he a member and
treasurer of the
PVCA, he is also
a member of the
Entomological
Society of PA.

Andy instructing field techs
on adult mosquito collection: today, Aspirators.

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: Meet the Staff
Carmen Reichard, PVCA Secretary
Carmen is a Mercer County employee, with her office located in
Hermitage PA. She is a Senior Program Administrator for the Mercer
Co. Regional Planning Commission
and the Mercer Co. Rodent Control
Program, where she has been employed since 1971. When it comes
to the Rodent Control Program,
Carmen says she has been through
every phase from clerical to admin-

istrative to field work. As for the
Planning Commission, she administers the DCED Community Development Block Grants for several municipalities within the county. Her
involvement includes financial management, procurement, contracting,
and adhering to all areas of federal
compliance. But that’s not all!
Carmen has been our secretary
since first elected in 1992. In addi-

tion, she is the
treasurer of the
Transfer Kiwanis
Club, Auditor for
her church, and is
raising a very active 15 year old
daughter Heather.
When all is said and done, after
every challenge is met, you will still
find her smiling. Thanks Carmen.
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PCVA Precious Memories: 2002—2003
‘02 Conference, Equipment Training, Action a field.

Jacqui received a Outstanding Achievement
and Service Award for her work with PVCA.

Gary presents Bob Massey with PVCA
Lifetime Membership Award for service.

Members took to the field to test several tools of the trade displayed at the Calibration and Use training event
at Dauphin this May. Welcome the Mosquito “Super Soakers” for 2003! Shown (L-R) are the Colt, P-1, and
Twister ULV units. Jeff prepares for a droplet test, and George presents Portsmouth VA’s IMM program.
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Space reserved for venders: 1/8 page free to sustaining members, otherwise 1/8 page $50, 1/4 page $75, 1/2 page
$100 and full page $200. Contact Andy Kyle for more information regarding advertising in our newsletter.

Bell Laboratories, Inc.
The World Leader in Rodent
Control Technology

J. C. Ehrlich Co., Inc.
Dan Alarcon
100 Willowbrook Lane
Suite 105
West Chester, PA 19382
(610) 431-7658
Fax (610) 431-7837
daniel.alarcon@JCEhrlich.com

Scott Sikora

,

503 Sunset Road West Reading, PA 19611
(800) 643-7397, ext. 3157
sickora@belllabs.com

EcoScientific Solutions
Ronald M. Tussell
930 Meadow Avenue, Suite 2B
Scranton PA 18505
(570) 496-1000, ext. 106 Fax: (570) 496-1001
rontussel@hotmail.com

Brian D. Smith
Technical Sales Representative
Professional Products & Services

Toll Free Phone: 800-323-5727
Local Phone: 630-894-2000
Fax: 630-894-1774
www.clarkemosquito.com
Email:jeffhottenstein@clarkemosquito.com

UNIVAR USA INC.
850 Calcon Hook Road
Alexander Court Bay #9
Sharon Hill, PA 19079
USA

T 610 237 8402
800 888 4897 (order)
M 215 260 0834
F 610 237 8394
brian smith@univarusa.com
www.univarusa.com
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PENNSYLVANIA WEST NILE
VIRUS SURVEILLANCE AND
CONTROL PROGRAM

Information sources: DEP, DoH, &
the Department of Agriculture
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Montour County Moments in Time: 2002
Tire Turn-in puts 5,200 + tires into recycling.
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The Pennsylvania Vector is an informational news letter, written and pro-

Montour County Vector Management
112 Woodbine Lane
Suite 3
Danville, PA 17821

duced for the purpose of providing the members of the PVCA with up-

Questions/Submissions:
Phone: 570-271-3021
Fax: 570-271-3063
Email: montourwnv@chilitech.net

for content and to the best of my knowledge contain the most current

dates on activities conducted by this group and to highlight innovations
made in the field of vector control. Articles herein have been reviewed

information available. The Pennsylvania Vector will be mailed to organization members and placed on the PVCA wed site.
Items posted in “Coming Events” are submitted by the general membership and staff. Posting herein allows for the widest dissemination to all
members of the organization. Should the event need to be cancelled or
rescheduled, revised dates should be submitted as soon as possible by
email or fax to the PVCA web site.
Organizations are encouraged to submit
articles and can do so by contacting this
office. Cut-off dates : Jan 15th, May 15th,
and Sep 15th. Publications will be issued

www.pavectorcontrol.org/pvca.htm

Feb, Jun, and Oct.

Greg Molter, Publishing Editor and
Montour Co.’s chief “Bug Buster”.

HOW DO YOU SPELL SUCCESS? Try it with TIRES!
310 Montour County residents removed 5208 tires from the environment. (pictures pg 13)
Early in the 2002, a source reduction project had been developed under the West Nile Virus Surveillance Grant. This project
would set aside $10,000 for reducing mosquito-breeding sites: used and abandoned tires. Unfortunately, due to budget restraints, source reduction funds were trimmed. Our project went on the shelf: Postponed but not forgotten.
Montour County Commissioners met with Ron Defrain (Recycling Coordinator) and myself to discuss the possibilities of
making the tire turn-in project a reality using existing county Recycling Enhancement Funds. It was decided to divide the county
into thirds and conduct the turn-in on 3 consecutive Fridays. As for rules, we would accept up to 30 tires per resident (must
prove residency), tires must be free of dirt and debris, and tires couldn’t exceed 21” hub diameter (could be on the rim). All refused tires must leave with resident. We agreed to ask each municipality to provide one staff member to assist in the registration
part of the process on the date their community was to be involved. I handled coordination of the project, labor force and press
coverage. Mr. Defrain coordinated vehicles and drivers for hauling tires, and was the point of contact for funds distribution to the
receiving landfill. Good News: The tires are being shredded and recycled, not buried.
Given a month to prepare each twp and boro, Mr. Defrain and I attended each municipality meeting to discuss the project,
answer questions, and request the authority’s support. The first collection happened on July 26th, for Danville Boro, Cooper, Mahoning, and Mayberry Twps. The process started with Twp Supervisors verifying residency, insured individual signed in, gave
them a “chit” and directed them to the tire drop-off area. At the drop off point tires were inspected for size and debris. Volunteers from Boy Scout Troop 47 helped load and unload tires. Once the trucks were loaded, they were sent out to the landfill. As
more tires came in, they were temporarily stored in the lower section of the county barn. Day one ended with 91 residents turning in 1,305 tires. Our second collect was on August 2nd, at the Derry Twp building for the upper third of the county (Anthony,
Derry, Limestone Twps, and Washingtonville Boro). Staff members from Anthony, Derry, and Washingtonville insured the registration process went smoothly. A young man from the Anthony Twp 4H and Twp Supervisor Roger Herriman assisted with
handling of tires. Special thanks to Anthony Twp for their promotion effort: they sent each residence a post card reminder of the
event. Day two ended with 96 residents turning in 1,609 tires. Our third and final collection was on August 9th, at the Valley
Twp Municipal Building for the middle third of the county (Liberty, Valley, and West Hemlock Twps). Members from each
municipality were on hand and managed both registration and traffic flow. Scout Troop 47 provided assistance and Frankie Rishel (4H) volunteered again. Day three totals: 123 residents turning in 2294 tires. See; a small county can make a big difference.

